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isolated occurrences. A long century of mission-
ary seed-sowing lay behind them. Without that
they would not have been possible. They
represented also the indispensable co-operation
of practically all the missionaries and Chinese
Christians in the cities where the meetings were
held. The meetings were conducted for and by
the churches in China. The pioneers had carried
far and wide the first proclamation of the Gospel.
Educational missions, by the training of Chinese
Christian leaders and the dissemination of
Christian truth among the educated classes, had
helped to create a new attitude to Christianity.
Medical missions, by their wide ministry of
healing, had broken down prejudice, opened
many hearts, and demonstrated the loving
purpose of the Gospel. Evangelistic missions,
by long and faithful work, had prepared a
Christian nucleus, raised up a native Church,
and furnished the pastors and laymen, the
workers and Bible-class teachers without whom
the inquirers could not have been taught or
gathered into the churches. At last the ripened
fields are white for harvest. The vast continent
of Asia is indeed awakening, and such a move-
ment not only challenges our attention and
investigation, but presents to us as students an
opportunity and a call to relate ourselves help-
fully in some way to this great human need.